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agnificent white waistcoat, and a blue coat with >ld buttons ; carried the famous cane, with a knob udded with turquoises, celebrated in Madame 5 Girardin's story, "La Canne de Monsieur de alzac"; and drove in a tilbury, behind a high-spping horse, with a tiny tiger, whom he christened nchise, perched on the back seat. This phase as quickly over, the horses were sold, and Balzac ipeared no more in the box reserved for dandies
the   Opera.    Of   the   fashionable   outfit,   the
dy property left was the microscopic groom—an
phan, of whom Balzac took the greatest care, and
horn he visited daily during the boy's last illness,
year or two after.    Thenceforward  he reverted
his usual indifference about appearances, his dy vanity being the spotless cleanliness of his Diking costume—a loose dressing-gown of white innel or cashmere, made like the habit of a enedictine monk, which was kept in round the aist by a silk girdle, and was always scrupulously larded from ink-stains.
Naive as a child, anxious for sympathy, frankly Alighted with his own masterpieces, yet modest in fashion peculiar to himself, Balzac gave a domi-int impression of kindliness and bonhomie, which ^ershadowed even the idea of intellect. To his iends he is not in the first place the author of le " Come'die Humaine," designed, as George and rather grandiloquently puts it, to be " an most universal examination of the ideas, senti-tents, customs, habits, legislation, arts, trades,ka, did
